
Developing the 
right mindset to 
make the most of
EV driving



All of a sudden, Electric Vehicles (EVs) are making 
the news and causing lots of discussion. There is 
clearly a groundswell towards mass EV adoption, 
but with so many drivers never having driven 
these vehicles, there is suddenly a new world with 
which to become familiar. Drivers will have many 
questions, and possibly a few concerns as they get 
to grips with a new type of vehicle.

This paper explores the underlying reasons behind 
the sudden interest in Electric Vehicles and provides 
practical hints and advice on how to approach 
driving an EV – to understand how to get the best 
out of the technical innovations in the vehicles, but 
also how to adopt the correct mindset to EV driving. 

The paper will also explore some of the common 
myths around EVs, and explain how, with the right 
approach, these can be overcome.
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In recent years, however, there has been a significant increase in the adoption of EVs across the world. 
In the UK, alone, since 2019 registrations of EVs (including Plug-in Hybrids and Battery Electric Vehicles) 
have more than doubled, and the greater proportion of this increase is due to the adoption of Battery 
Electric Vehicles (shown in green in the table below).2

So why has the interest in EVs enjoyed such a significant increase? This can be attributed to a number of 
factors – some of which are specific to the UK and some applying on a more global scale.
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UK government ban on the sale of 
new petrol/diesel vehicles from 2030 

The rise of Salary Sacrifice

In November 2020, the UK Government confirmed that new petrol and diesel cars and vans would no longer 
be sold from 2030 (Plug in Hybrids to still be sold until 2035). This is part of the Government’s wider ’10-point 
plan’ to achieve their stated ‘Green Industrial Revolution’.3  

So, while petrol and diesel vehicles can still be driven beyond 2030, this announcement clearly marks a key 
shift in the uptake of Electric Vehicles. Particularly for the fleet industry, where companies provide vehicles 
to their employees, this has certainly focussed the mind and forced these organisations to start to think 
about moving their company vehicle fleet over to electric. As in reality, with average vehicle leases of 3-4 
years, 2030 is only two or three ‘change cycles’ away so there needs to be a well thought out strategy to 
effectively manage the transition.

Attractive rates of company car tax 
for Electric Vehicles
Alongside the 2030 ban, the UK Government also introduced significant tax efficiencies to encourage 
company car drivers to move into Electric vehicles (EVs). Company Car Tax is also known as Benefit in Kind 
(BIK) and this tax was slashed for EVs in 2019. BIK is worked out by applying a percentage, based on the CO2 
of the vehicle, to the purchase price (P11D) of the vehicle – and then multiplying this by the marginal rate of 
income tax the driver pays. 

Prior to 2019, this CO2 based percentage taxed zero emission EVs at 16%. So, a £40,000 car for a 40% tax 
payer would be taxed as follows:

In April 2019, this 16% was reduced to Zero – effectively making all electric vehicles (regardless of purchase 
price or driver tax rate) tax free. 

In April 2022, the same calculation shows the difference in amounts now payable on the vehicle worth 
£40,000.

Even though this 1% has been increased to 2% in tax year 2022/23 and will remain at 2% until April 2025, 
this has driven considerable interest in EVs for company car drivers – it effectively offers what feels like a pay 
rise (by paying less tax) of potentially hundreds of pounds per month. 

And where the employee pays less BIK, their employer will also pay less tax in Employer’s National 
Insurance – so it really is a financial win/win for the company car driver and their employer.

On the back of these compelling tax efficiencies for company car drivers, the UK is also 
experiencing a dramatic rise in interest in car Salary Sacrifice schemes, led by companies such as 
Tusker. 

Salary Sacrifice is an established method of providing tax efficient benefits to employees. In the 
context of EVs, an employee agrees to reduce their salary and receive a company car in return. 
If the tax paid on the company car is lower than the income tax saved by reducing the salary, 
this offers a net saving to the employee. As detailed previously, the cars with the lowest tax 
burden are Electric Vehicles – so it is these cars that provide the greatest savings through a salary 
sacrifice scheme. 

Tusker have seen an incredible increase of 250% in uptake of EVs since March 2021, driven 
predominantly by the tax efficiencies they offer, and the growing awareness of this opportunity 
through employee benefits channels.4

Manufacturer pressure from 
the EU to reduce average CO2 
of vehicles sold 
Many vehicle manufacturers are making statements about phasing out the manufacture of 
petrol/diesel vehicles before 2030 and moving solely to the production of Electric, or ‘electrified’ 
vehicles. Whilst this will partly be in response to predicted demand for these vehicles, it is also in 
direct response to stringent targets imposed by the EU (and post-Brexit, by the UK Government, 
too).5

These targets require car manufacturers to reduce the average CO2 of the cars they sell to 95 g/
km2 from 2021 (reducing to 78g/km2 by 2025) .

If a manufacturer fails to hit these targets, they will receive a fine from the EU of 95€ for each 
gram they miss the target by, multiplied by the number of cars sold in Europe in the previous year. 
This could amount to hundreds of billions of Euros for those who fail to reduce their average CO2 
to the required levels. 

As a result, the announcements from vehicle manufacturers continue to confirm a growing 
move to Electric Vehicles – in time for 2030, where they won’t be able to sell new petrol or diesel 
vehicles in the UK.

Taxpayer Tax year BiK tax Car Value Monthly cost Yearly cost

40% 2018/19 16% £40,000 £213.33 £2,560

Taxpayer Tax year BiK tax Car Value Monthly cost Yearly cost

40% 2022/23 2% £40,000 £26.66 £320

increase in EV
 uptake since 
March 2021

250%

3. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-54981425 4. https://www.ss4c.com/news-articles/ulev1.html
5. https://www.driving.co.uk/news/new-cars/current-upcoming-pure-electric-car-guide-updated/
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Emergence of Clean Air Zones
across the UK
As global air quality continues to deteriorate, a greater focus on improving this has led to a number of the 
UK’s towns and cities considering and implementing Clean Air Zones (CAZ). These zones serve to deter high 
polluting vehicles from entering designated areas within the location by levying a financial charge.

At present up to 70 towns and cities6 are actively considering the implementation of a Clean Air Zone, and 
some cities are looking to go further and create Low Emission Zones or Zero Emission Zones where a total 
ban of non-compliant vehicles may instead be introduced.7

The general rule is that to travel within a 
CAZ without a charge, a vehicle has to be at 
least a Euro 4 emission standard compliant 
petrol model - in other words, registered after 
January 2006 - or, if it is a diesel, compliant 
with Euro 6 standards (registered after 
September 2015). If a vehicle meets these 
standards, in all probability a driver will not 
have to pay a charge.

However, even if a vehicle does fall outside of 
Euro 4 or 6, drivers may still be able to avoid a 
charge, depending on what kind of vehicle it 
is and the type of CAZ that they wish to drive 
through. 

Four types of CAZ exist, each of which targets 
different classes of vehicles. These are:

Class A -  
which targets buses, coaches, taxis and private 
hire vehicles (PHVs).

Class B - 
which targets buses, coaches, taxis, PHVs and 
heavy goods vehicles (HGVs),

 Class C -  
which targets buses, coaches, taxis, PHVs, HGV 
and light good vehicles (LGVs)

Class D - the most wide-ranging 
which targets buses, coaches, taxis, PHVs, 
HGVs, LGVs and cars.

Most of the CAZs that are scheduled to be introduced in the UK are Class D. But cities such as Bath and 
Portsmouth will be Class C only, so in these cities, regular passenger vehicle drivers will not have to pay.

As CAZs become more prevalent across the UK, the awareness of EVs continues to increase, as the 
preferred solution to avoid any potential charges for urban driving. This is a particular area of focus for van 
drivers in older vehicles, who may be affected by a Class C CAZ as well as a Class D CAZ.

1. The mindset of an EV driver

A driver making the switch to an EV could be forgiven for thinking what all the fuss is about – after 
all, it’s just a car isn’t it? Press the accelerator and it goes forward, press the brake and it slows 
down, turn the steering wheel and it changes direction, and the rules of the road are still exactly 
the same? 

All of this is entirely true and should provide a great deal of reassurance to any driver that is 
nervous about moving to a technology with which they are unfamiliar. Anyone who can drive a 
petrol/diesel car easily drive an EV – but what is different about them? How does an EV driver get 
the most of their vehicle, and the difference in how it is powered? Much of this is manifested in 
the mindset that an EV driver adopts – which, in many ways, is fundamentally different to that of a 
petrol/diesel driver. 

a. What does a potential EV driver need to think differently about 
before they buy an EV?
As a new and developing technology, Electric Vehicles can appear more expensive to buy or 
lease than the more conventional equivalent. A potential buyer may be put off by this if they are 
undertaking a direct price comparison between the two – but this can be misleading. 

Drivers spend money in many areas in addition to the purchase of the vehicle: - 

• Fuel
• Road Tax
• Maintenance and servicing
• Insurance
• Company car tax (if the vehicle is a company car) 

In many of these areas, the cost of running an Electric Vehicle will be much cheaper than running 
a petrol/diesel vehicle – and is known as Whole Life Cost, or Total Cost of Ownership. 

The most obvious example of an EV being cheaper to run than a petrol vehicle is in the ‘fuel’ 
costs. Charging an EV with electricity can be up to 75% cheaper than filling up at the petrol 
station. 

When all of the above factors are taken into consideration, the EV invariably works out cheaper to 
run over the life of the vehicle – despite the higher purchase price. 

This can be compared to purchasing a holiday – a consumer would never buy one holiday over 
another just because the flights are cheaper. They would factor in all of the component parts of 
the holiday – flights, accommodation, spending money, transfers etc and select the holiday with 
the cheapest overall cost. This mindset shift, when applied to cars provides a compelling financial 
argument to switch to Electric. 

6. https://www.autocar.co.uk/car-news/electric-cars/clean-air-zones-what-you-need-know
7. https://www.bvrla.co.uk/industry-campaigns/air-quality/clean-air-zones.html
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b. A EV driver’s mindset before making a journey 
Setting off on a long journey in an EV requires a different approach to doing the same journey in a more 
traditional vehicle. Typically, if a petrol/diesel driver would run low on fuel before their reach their journey, 
they would simply pull into one of the many petrol stations along their route and refuel – and no pre-
planning would be undertaken to do this. 

If an EV driver runs low on charge under the same circumstances, they may not be completely familiar 
with where they may be able to stop and re-charge their vehicle. While the charging network is extensive 
across the UK, and expanding at an exponential rate, a driver that is new to EVs may not know where all 
chargepoints are. This is where a different mindset is required for EVs – journey planning. 

Before making a longer journey that may be beyond the range of their vehicle, an EV driver will plan their 
journey to identify potential opportunities to stop and re-charge their vehicle. To do this, many sources are 
available to identify all chargepoints in the UK, what speed of charge they can deliver, which network they 
belong to (like Shell or BP), how many chargepoints are at each site, what connectors are provided and even 
whether the connectors are out of use or not.

The widely used app by EV drivers in the UK is ‘Zap Map’.8

c. Charging en-route
It is worth noting that any driver making a long journey (regardless of what car they are driving) will probably 
make a stop along the way. And if the journey is one they regularly make, they are likely to have their 
favourite go-to places to stop – perhaps the service station that does the best coffee, has the best bacon 
sandwich or perhaps has the driver’s preferred supermarket incorporated. 

This mindset of gravitating towards a favourite stopping place will be exactly the same for an EV driver, who 
will develop their favourite charging locations along well travelled routes – easiest to use, most reliable, 
most available connectors, cheapest, fastest, nicest facilities. And they will incorporate the opportunity to 
charge into a stop they would probably have made anyway. Where there is a required stop to stretch the 
legs, use the bathroom, feed the kids, or grab a coffee - an EV driver will take the opportunity to grab a quick 
‘rapid charge’ to their EV and put up to 150 miles into their battery. This is not seen as an inconvenience – 
just making best use of a stop that would have been made anyway.

d. Have a plan A, a plan B and a Plan C 
When identifying where to stop and charge, it is advisable to factor in a couple of fallback options 
– just in case the preferred charge stop is busy, or perhaps not working. This is known as ‘charge 
anxiety’ – “what happens if I turn up at my charge stop and can’t use it? Will I be stranded?”

By having plan B and plan C in place, an EV driver effectively plans their way out of any charge 
anxiety. Ensuring that there is enough range in the vehicle to reach all three options if necessary, 
removes any anxiety by turning up at plan A, or even plan B and finding they can’t be used. 
A minor frustration, yes, but certainly not ‘anxiety’. It is worth noting that average ‘uptime’ (a 
measure of how many are in use and working) of the UK public charging network is 94% - and it 
is likely to be the older chargepoints that may not be working. As these older chargepoints are 
undergoing an extensive and rapid upgrade, the reliability of chargepoints will become even 
greater in the short term.

e. The mindset to keep charging costs to a minimum 
No one wants to pay more than they have to for anything – and car running costs are no different. 

A petrol/diesel driver may try to keep their fuel costs to a minimum by buying their fuel at the 
cheapest petrol station – but how does an EV driver approach this now that they don’t go to the 
petrol station anymore? 

For the 60% of drivers in the UK who have a driveway, and can have an EV chargepoint fitted 
at home, they will typically do over 90% of their charging at home – so their home energy tariff 
becomes a crucial factor in managing their car running costs. Clearly, there will be an increase in 
home energy usage when charging the EV at home, but the impact of this can be minimised by 
the driver adopting a ‘split-peak’ tariff. This offers one energy price at ‘peak’ times, when energy 
demand is at its greatest, and an ‘off-peak’ tariff with significantly reduced electricity pricing 
when energy demand is lower – typically through the night. 

Armed with this off-peak tariff, an EV driver would look to set their home charging unit to start 
charging the car when the lower priced tariff becomes active. How much difference does this 
off-peak tariff make? Clearly this will vary by energy provider, but as an example, a Kia e-Niro with 
a range of 282 miles would cost approximately £8.50 to fully charge at peak rates but would only 
cost £3.20 to charge at off-peak rates.  The EV driver keen to secure the lowest cost motoring is 
well tuned to capturing the home energy tariff that offers the lowest cost.

It may also not be necessary to charge up to 100% every night, unless you are planning to use the 
vehicle’s full range every day. It is more common for an EV driver to charge their car maybe twice 
a week. In fact, only 10% of home chargepoints are used every single day. 

If you have a concern around the need to make an emergency journey at short notice (perhaps to 
tend to a relative with ill-health, or to visit children) , a driver may just wish to hold enough charge 
in their vehicle to make that journey if needed. Keeping the vehicle at near to 80% charge, rather 
than at 10-15% would alleviate most concerns around making an unplanned journey.

8. https://www.zap-map.com/
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f. What about the 40% of drivers that can’t charge at home? 
This population can certainly make significant savings from moving to an EV – again provided they have the 
right mindset in charging their vehicle.

Even though they cannot charge their vehicle at home, these drivers may be able to charge their vehicle at 
work, if they work for an employer who has installed charging facilities at their premises. This will become 
more and more common as mass adoption of EVs, particularly company cars, continues. 

Outside of the workplace, EV drivers will seek out the most competitive opportunities to charge their 
vehicle. Many supermarkets are now installing EV chargepoints and offering free charging to their customers 
– hotels, restaurants, gyms, cinemas, coffee shops and shopping centres are also installing more and more 
chargeponts – many of them free to use. 

While the free-to-use chargepoints will clearly be attractive, the EV driver may choose to visit a ‘rapid’ 
charger maybe once a week to fully charge their vehicle for the week – paying a little more for the privilege, 
but only taking say 40 minutes to charge the car. The mindset adopted here is to factor charging activity 
into the driver’s daily routines – combining it with, say, a trip to the supermarket or the gym.

Wherever the charge is completed, it is very likely that it will always be cheaper than the visit to the petrol 
station they used to make – how much cheaper is down to the driver and how committed they are to 
reducing their motoring costs.  To provide a comparison, a 300 mile journey in a VW Golf (petrol) would cost 
in the region of £58 in fuel. The same journey in a VW ID3 EV would cost £18, if charged at home on a peak 
electricity tariff.9

Charging points statistics April 202210

Number of UK public locations 
with a charging point

Number of charging  
devices

Total number of cars able to  
be charged at the same time

19,707 31,507 52,804

2. How does an EV driver maximise 
range while they are driving? 
Range anxiety is a phrase often used by drivers nervous of making the switch to EVs. As discussed 
above, this is largely negated by EV drivers through efficient journey planning, but there are also a 
number of tips and techniques that drivers use to avoid wasting their range. 

Again, this generates a different mindset when driving – doing a few things differently to the way 
they always used to be done 

a. Driving style
In much the same way as driving a petrol/diesel vehicle, an aggressive driving style, with sharp 
acceleration, harsh braking or driving at high speed will all affect the ‘fuel economy’ of any vehicle 
driven. After all, all of those activities take energy to perform – and in an EV this energy will come 
from the battery, leaving less energy to maintain ‘range’ 

The difference in an EV is that the resulting drop in range is far starker. Instead of looking at a fuel 
gauge needle, the EV driver has an actual figure staring at them on the dashboard. The impact of 
their driving style is immediately visible to them in the form of a reduced number for their range. 
This promotes a smoother driving style from an EV driver  

b. Keeping warm or cool in the car
Heating, or cooling anything requires energy – and a car is no different. In fact heating a petrol/
diesel car also requires energy, and it would not be unusual to see fuel efficiency (MPG) impacted 
through constant use of heaters and air conditioning (A/C)’ – but is not quite so noticeable as it is 
in an EV, where use of heaters and A/C while driving directly impacts the range of battery. Energy 
from the battery is required to deliver the temperature changes, and that leaves less energy to 
power the car – and drivers see the range indicator on the dashboard immediately drop as soon 
as you apply heating or A/C. 

The mindset of an EV driver changes in two ways to counteract this and protect the range of the 
battery so that more can be used to take the car further. 

1    Pre-heat or pre-cool the car

All EVs have the ability to pre-heat or pre-cool 
the car while it is still plugged in. With the 
added benefit of stepping into a car that is 
the right temperature for your preferences 
(not often possible in a petrol/diesel car), 
this energy is imparted through the charging 
unit, and so does not use the energy from the 
battery – thus protecting the all-important 
range of the vehicle.

2     Use of heated seats and heated 
steering wheel while driving

Almost all EVs come equipped with heated 
seats and heated steering wheel – both of 

which deliver heat to the driver without taking 
any energy from the RV battery. This energy 
is taken from the 12V battery that can be 
found in any vehicle (and is used to power 
things like cabin lights, door locks and electric 
windows)

EV drivers tend to avoid using fan heaters 
where possible, preferring to only heat the 
area they are sitting in. The thought process 
behind this is “why waste valuable energy 
heating parts of the car that no-one is using?”  
And drivers are often surprised how much 
warmth they get from heated seats and 
steering wheel.

9. https://www.zap-map.com/tools/journey-cost-calculator/
10. https://www.zap-map.com/statistics/
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c. Use of Regenerative braking
Regenerative braking, or ‘Regen’ is feature that is found on all EVs and provides an alternative 
method to the conventional brake pedal in slowing the vehicle down. 

Under usual driving conditions in an EV, power is directed from the battery to the motor to propel 
the vehicle forward. The regenerative braking function slows a vehicle down by reversing this 
process when the accelerator pedal is lifted – sending an amount of energy the other way, from 
the motor back to the battery. 

It can be likened to a canoeist using their paddles to propel the boat forwards. If the canoeist 
reverses the direction of their paddling, the canoe slows down.

This is a feature that is not available on petrol/diesel vehicles and therefore offers the EV driver 
a new function to familiarise themselves with. But if the driver wishes to maximise the range of 
their vehicle while driving, effective use of ‘regen’ can recover a few additional miles back into the 
battery. 

To make the most effective use of ‘regen’, an EV driver’s mindset changes to seek out 
opportunities to recover energy back into the battery. Where a vehicle may be required to slow 
down – approaching a roundabout, traffic lights or a traffic situation, this deceleration can be 
achieved without using the brake pedal (when safe to do so of course). This different approach to 
braking can deliver valuable additional miles to the battery and can also be achieved when going 
downhill. 

The feeling of the vehicle slowing down without relying on the brake pedal can be somewhat 
unnerving at first – some drivers may not like the feeling and may choose to de-activate the 
‘regen’ function – but if a driver can become comfortable with the new sensation, it can be a very 
useful tool to maximise range. 

EVs will have various settings to their ‘regen’ function, allowing the driver to select a harsher 
or lighter rate of regeneration. This will allow a driver to select whether they want to maximise 
the effect of regen (with the associated harsher braking feeling) or choose a smoother braking 
experience. 

From a driver mindset perspective, ‘regen’ promotes what is known as ‘One Pedal Driving’, where 
the vehicle can be accelerated or decelerated just by pressing or releasing the accelerator pedal. 
It must be stressed that all EVs do also possess a brake pedal, and this should always be used, 
from a safety perspective, if traffic conditions dictate.

d. How reliable is the range shown on the dashboard?
Clearly this will depend on the model of EV being driven, but also on a number of additional 
factors.

• How the vehicle is being driver

• The weather (batteries do lose some range in colder weather) 

• Whether the heating or aircon is being used

• Tyre pressures

Taking all of these into account, it would be sensible for an EV driver to plan for a little ‘reserve’ 
range, and not aim to get to a chargepoint 10 miles away with only 10 miles of charge left. Building 
in a ‘buffer’ of say 10-20 miles should cover any eventuality of a unreliable range figure and avoid 
any charging or range anxiety.  

3     Use of Air Conditioning while             
driving

Clearly, on a very hot day, there may be a need 
to stay cool in the car, and the driver may wish to 
use their A/C to achieve this – but with a different 
mindset, and some ‘tricks of the trade’ the impact 
on the range of the vehicle can be minimised. 

A petrol/diesel driver may always have their A/C on, 
as a standard setting, without any consideration for 
the reduction in fuel economy this may cause. An 
EV driver will have consideration for what impact 
A/C will have in driving the car. 

First, the driver needs to accept that use of A/C will 
impact range – it’s a simple question of what you 
want your battery to do for you? Do you want it to 
just concentrate on getting as far as possible, or are 
you happy to sacrifice some of that ‘range’ to keep 
the car cool? This is a different thought process to 
the petrol/diesel driver who may always keep A/C 
on. 

The amount of range an EV driver would lose by 
turning on the A/C varies by car, but a broad rule of 
thumb could be a loss of 5-10% - if they drove for 
all of that range with the A/C on. 

Clearly, if an EV driver only has short journeys to 
make and has a range of, say, 200 miles, then it 
would not present any risk at all to have the A/C on 
through the journey.

If the EV driver is happy to sacrifice some range in 
favour of A/C, there are ways in which the impact 
on range can be minimised: - 

• Concentrate the A/C onto just the driver cabin, 
if driving alone. Why cool the passenger or rear 
seats when there is no one there? 

• Adjust the fan positions to just focus on the 
driver face, rather than feet and windscreen – 
to focus the impact of the cooling

• The extent of the AC can also be controlled 
with the fans – this is usually a dial or a button 
that can increase or decrease the amount of 
AC imparted. Reducing this dial one ‘notch’ at a 
time can return a few extra miles back into the 
range (say, 2 miles for each ‘notch’). So does 
the AC need to be turned up to full power, or 
would a lower setting deliver enough AC to 
cool the driver by using less range? This may 
be marginal and not necessary on smaller 
journeys where the car has plenty of range – 
but it may be of use on a longer journey.
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3. Where else does an EV driver’s 
mindset differ?
a. Holiday planning
As more and more EVs filter onto our roads, they will be used for driving on holiday – either in the UK or 
further afield. 

Holiday booking – and particularly seeking out accommodation like hotels, guest houses, Airbnb or caravan 
parks – usually involves identifying some necessary criteria that are required by the holidaymaker. 

When searching for suitable places to stay, the user may look for places that:- 

• Are close to the beach 

• Have free parking

• Have free wifi 

• Have air conditioning 

• Have the right number of bedrooms and bathrooms 

Many of the travel aggregator websites such as Booking.com, or Trivago allow the user to filter their search 
to include all of these requirements and more. Increasingly, the leisure sector is realising that more of 
their guests will be driving EVs and may require a charging solution throughout their stay. As a result, 
the presence of an EV chargepoint at an accommodation location is now starting to be displayed as an 
accommodation feature.

This will promote another different mindset from the EV driver – who may seek out accommodation that 
offers EV charging and select this over an option that doesn’t. 

For journeys into Europe, the charging infrastructure is equally extensive as in the UK – sometimes even 
greater. For example, the number of rapid chargers per 100km in Germany is 57, so you will never be far 
away from somewhere to rapid charge. France, Belgium and Holland are equally well served. 

The same mindset around journey planning should apply, as well as becoming familiar with some of the 
charging networks which may not be the same as those in the UK. Many, such as the Tesla supercharger 
network, Shell, Mer and Ionity are pan-european.

Obviously, if you’re out and about on foot and don’t need your car on your holiday, you could just take an 
extension lead and plug the car in for a while on a 3-pin plug – it’s charging at a snail’s pace, but left for a 
few days at a campsite or holiday let, you might recharge enough not to need to visit a rapid point on your 
travels.

4. Conclusion

So we can conclude that the change in mindset to driving an EV is only a subtle one, no huge 
difference. 

The accelerator makes the car go forward, the brake slows the car down, it can be heated or 
cooled and there may be stops required on a longer journey.

Where this a fundamental difference between driving an EV and any other vehicle can be seen to 
be in how the driver applies their mind to the process of driving – and everything associated with 
the journey.

Whether this is planning for where to charge, effective use of heated steering wheel, heated seats 
and regenerative braking, the age-old principles of driving are approached differently. 

By taking this different mindset, the EV driver can successfully remove previously held fears 
such as range anxiety and charge anxiety and can also use this mindset to maximise the 
range of the vehicle and the pleasurable experience that driving an EV offers its user. The pace 
of technological change in EV world is rapid, and in a very short space of time the charging 
infrastructure will continue to expand rapidly, the ranges of EV batteries will continue to grow 
even more and advancements in battery technology will very soon ensure that charging times of 
10-20 minutes become the norm. The latest EV models released in 2022 are already incorporating 
this technology so the future is imminent.

These mindset changes will become the norm as we move towards mass EV adoption, and those 
drivers that can master such mindshifts will inevitably extract more enjoyment, and more value 
out of this exciting new technology.
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For further information, please 
contact us on cpcdrive.com

Book a consultation with us below
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